The Old Chauncey Howell House at Wading River. 


Story on page 43. 
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History [ives at ‘Wading River 


HE Wading River Histori- 
cal Society is soon to 
have its own home. This ex- 
tremely active North Shore 
group, dedicated to the preser- 
vation of the rich Long Island 
tradition, is in the process of 
acquiring the Chauncey How- 
e'l house, century-and-a-quar- 
ter old building located at the 
corner of Shoreham road and 
Gabriel Mills road, Wading 
River. When the transaction 
is complete, the building will 
be restored, in order that it 
may become an _ attractive 
gathering place for the Soci- 
ety’s more than one hundred 
members, and a suitable home 
for its antiquities. 

The parcel is a part of a 
property deeded in 1780 by 
Frederick Hudson, Esq., to 
Zophar Mills, cordwainrer. Zo- 
rhar left it by will in 1819 to 
his son, Gabriel, for whom the 
read is named. The property 
passed through various hands 


Architect's Drawing for Renovation 


Evel iy Hud vib M Ze) 


from that time to the present, 
coming into the Howell fam- 
ilv in 1864, by deed from Eb- 
enezer Jones to Daniel B. How- 
ell, father of Chauncey. 

The date of the erection of 
the building is not known ex- 
actly, although all evidence 
points to the fact that it was 
built by Abel Raynor imme- 
diately after he purchased the 
property from Gabriel Mills 
in 1826, as a homesite. Nego 
tiations for the property 
purchase have rested large}, 
in the capable hands of Charles 
A. Wood, Jr., 
building 


chairman of the 
committee and the 
Society’s second president, 
who is the architect respon- 
for the plans for the 
building’s restoration. Mr. 
Wood worked with William L. 
Miller, Wading River real 
estate broke one ol 


sib'e 


who is 


the charter officers of the 
group. 

The Wading River Histori- 
cal Society is actually an in- 
fant organization compared 
to its Long Island brethren. 
But what it lacks in age it has 
more than balanced with en- 
thusiasm. Since its founding, 
the group has attracted much 
attention In appropriate circles 
and is gaining in stature with 
each passing vear. 

The idea tor the Societys 
originally sprang from the 
fertile brains of two Wading 
River men, James A. Keillor, 
president of the Society for 
the Preservation of Lone 
Island Antiquities, and owner 
of the Farmer’s Museum in 
Wading River, which houses 
one of the most complete col- 
lections of primitive farm 
and home implements in the 
country, and Lars deLager- 
berg, current president of the 


of Building 
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group and an inveterate col- 
lector in his own right. 

Appointed to work with 
them in this connection was a 
founding committee which in- 
cluded Edwin SS. Lapham, 
chairman, Mrs. L. F. Hage- 
lund, Mrs. Russell Meier, and 
James A. Keillor, Jr. 

The Society was born ofti- 
cially on January 5, 1947, after 
a series of preliminary meet- 
ings necessary to lay” the 
ground work for such an or- 
ganization. Much credit for its 
accomplishment is due Mr. 
Lapham, its first president, 
who wrote its constitution, ar- 
ranged its incorporation and 
has been its meticulous legal 
adviser ever since 

Other original officers in- 
cluded Mr. deLager! erg, vice 
president; Mrs. Russell Meier, 
secretary ; Russell Meier, trea- 
surer; George EF. Hart, Mrs. 
Kdward J. Kempf, Raymond 
Gilleaudeau, Miss Helen Tut 
hill, William L. Miller, Mrs 
Norman Bruen, Alexander 
Hallock, Mrs. Halsey Gosman, 
A. M. Howell Jr.. Leon Zalew- 
ski, Mrs. Haeglund, and Mr. 
Keillor, directors 

From that time forward, the 
Society has enjoved an excit- 
lig program, meeting monthiy 
to enjoy a carefully chosea 
speaker or other organized 
evening, has sponsored a ser- 
es of tours of old houses and 
historic points in the area, has 
presented an historical pa re- 
ant of merit, and severa! othe) 
benetits tor its building fund, 
and has plaved host on two 
eceasions to the well-known 
Group of Historically-Minded 
People. At the present time it 

sponsoring a course in 
square dances, which meets 
twice month!y with an enthu- 
siastic attendance, at the 
Wading River Public School, 
also for its building fund. 

Now with its first mayor 
voal, that of acquiring a home, 
within reasonable sight, the 
Wading River Historical Soci- 
ety is encouraged in its pur- 

lit of an ambitious program. 
It is makine a drive for 
pledves at this time, for Life 
Memberships costing $50; for 
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‘When Off-Islanders 


OST of the things we do 
around the bay come 
second-nature to us. If not 
actualivy second-nature, then 
perfectiv normal and natural. 
But to off-Islanders (non Long 
Islanders) perhaps our bay 
actions and reactions seem 
on the very thin, outer fringe 
of sanity. 

Mother was a Denton - 
Kast Rockaway, Freeport, and 
Far Rockaway. She disliked 
to shop but every so often the 
boys had to have suits. Then 
we would all go to Brooklyn. 
After “running our legs off” 
— mother’s way of referring 
to bargain hunting we 
returned to the Flatbush 
Avenue station of the Long 
Island Railroad to get a train 
for Far Rockaway. 

My mother would not take 
just any train that made up 
with destination Far Rocka- 
way; sometimes we might 
wait an hour for one. She had 
to have a train that went “over 
the Bay’’—the route by trestle 
Jamaica Bay from 
Woodhaven Junction to Ham- 
mels. (Fire destroved the 
trestle last vear). 


across 


One day we traveled with an 
out-of-state cousin and upon 
approaching the trestle, found 
the tide had completely ebbed. 
‘The cousin neariy died from 
the smell of the mud. To my 
mother it constituted the 
erandest invigorator on earth. 
By the time the train reache1 
Hammels she spruced up al- 
most as fresh as when we 
had left home in the morning. 

Arother cousin, this time 
of my wife and from her home- 
town in Illinois, stopped with 
us over a weekend last sum- 
mer. We always try to show 
visiting midwesterners a bit 
of New York, a liner, and the 
ocean at Jones Beach. Sunday 
dawned good and hot. and | 
drove him to the beach. The 
rlace became iam nacked. He 
actually stood and gawked at 
the display of pure, unadulter- 


Julian Denton Smith 


ated beach stvle. 
pleaded, “If my mother eve 
comes to your house, 
omit this trip to the 
She’d die at the calculated 
nakedness!" 


Finally he 


please 


beach! 


| walked him around to 
Zachs Bay to see the yachts 
and small crait. His 
missed nothing; they caught 
everything. He quickly 
pointed out an open-weave 
orange lowered in the 
water at the side of a cruiser 
tied stern end to the promen- 
ade. “What in the world have 
they got potatoes hanging in 
salt water for?” We 
immediately made conversa- 
tion with the women preparing 
lunch in the cabin. I told them 


eves 


1 
SsaC K 


he asked. 
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ome On 


what the question had been. 
They hauled up the sack and 
showed him what the ‘pota- 
toes’ were. Clams. Then they 
invited us aboard and opened 
up several for him. I'll always 
respect his chivalry and grace 
in polishing off those clams, 
for he really gagged in telling 
my wife about it later. ° 
Then there was the lady ad- 
miring everything about Jones 
Beach with one exception. 
She looked unbelievingly over 
the dunes and the great acres 
of beach grass to complain, 
“With every effort bent on 
beauty down here, wouldn't 
vou. think they’d cut the 
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grass! 
One day we had spent the 
best part of an hour netting 


Continued on page 





June 


scattered dunes warily 
heads” 
Or seeing 


From. sn ooth 
breathing 
coolness 


With clouds, 


highways, 


Peconic look 


floating, 
Let your 
curved 
space, 
“But heights?” 
little your 
climbed a pinnacle”? 


eves 


and twisted 


breathless, 


vou have 
For beauty 
who reach beyond 


skyline of man’s world, 





The Heights of Long Island 


Do you ask where I found heights upon Long Island” 
You think of roads, like tackle from the fisherman’s 

rod, reeled out upon this twin-pronged fork of land, 
Or is your picture miles of sandy beaches, from which 
raise 


Peconic’s stilled 
even white-capped peaks from here will rise!” 

QO, lift up your eves before you quibble with me: You 
have seen but half the beauty that is here. 

ridged 

skyward 


layer upon layer, suspended by a giant 
multi-fingered puppeteer; 

Then scan the azure curtain to see 

wings unfurled. 

wander over 

arms, 


you say, “Mountains?” 
lips 


When vou have behe!'d these sights upon Long Island 
reached the heights of beauty! 

is a towering concept, Attained by 
the mundane, 


And trustingly clasp the untainted fingertips of God. 


Senn 


their mottled, grass) 
waters, do vou say, “Not 


the 
blue 


and 
the 


beaches, 
and 


see 
a gull, effortlessly 


the trees 
reaching 


especially the 
for sun and 


Are you not a 


apart? Have you _ not 


those 


material, soiled 
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“Ohe Evolution of a Library 


The newly appointed trus- 
tees met on September 28, 
1907 and, ‘after an informal 
discussion, the following offi- 
cers were unanimously chosen 
to hold orfice until the first 
annual meeting: President, 
Morgan B. Bilydenburgh; Vice 
President, Edward HH. L. 
Smith; Secretary, Guy H. Tur- 
rell; Treasurer, Vail Blyden- 
burgh.” Mr. Miller appointed 
a committee to prepare a draft 
of a constitution and present 
it at the next meeting. 

At the second meeting of 
the board of trustees, a con- 
stitution was adopted sub- 
stantially as prepared by Mv. 
Miller and Miss Cornelia H. 
Peek, who having had library 
experience and was familiar 
with the Dewey decimal! svs- 
tem of classification of books, 
was appointed librarian. 

Miss Peek continued as head 
librarian until July 1, 19-44, 
when she retired to become 
Librarian Emeritus in charge 
of the library’s Lone Island 
Collection. She has an excep- 
tional gift of understanding 
people, and the rapid growth 
and usefulmess of the library 
has been due in Jaree part to 
her devoted interest and skill- 
ful management. She was suc- 
ceeded by her assistant, Miss 
Sadie A. Hallock, whose place 
as assistant was taken by Mrs. 
Beatrice Brush. 

The children of the late 
Judge John Lawrence Smith 
gave the use of his study for 
the library quarters, and the 
response of the people of 
Smithtown to the solicitations 
of the Wavs and Means Com- 
mittee was so generous that 
the library was opened to the 
public with a reception and 
tea on November 30, 1907, to 
which everyone was invited. 
There were 603 books on the 
shelves, all accessioned and 
classified and ready for circu- 
lation. Fifty-five borrower's 
cards were taken out that af- 
ternoon. 


SECOND OF TWO PARTS 


Dr. Guy H. Turret 
ie President 


Since the opening day, the 
story of the library has been 
one of rapid growth both in 
reading matter and in service. 
This has been due to the con- 
tinuing interest of many 
people. In the early days a 
group of ladies volunteered to 
assist the librarian in the rou- 
tine work o the 
books and preparing them for 
circulation. The librarians for 
many vears received only nom- 
inal and other over- 
head costs were kept to a min 
imum. For these reasons, the 
trustees were able to expend 
an unusually large proportion 
of their income for books and 
other reading matter. 

The the 
required more shelf room and 
the library soon in need 
of more commodious quarters 
Accordingly, the 
moved to the small building 
above mentioned as having 
been used for a reading room 
in the This building 
Was soon outgrown and then, 
through the kindness of Mrs. 
Charles Addison Miller, it was 
moved to the old Epenetus 
Smith Tavern, of Revolution 
ary War fame, which she had 


accessloning 


salaries 


Increase 1n books 
Was 
books 


were 


1870's 


had moved from Main Street 
in Smithtown Branch to the 
east side of the Hauppauge 
Road (Route 111) not far 
trom its junction with Main 
Street. 

Krom the beginning the 
trustees had planned to have a 
library building of their own 
and early in 1911 took up the 
problem in earnest. Mrs. Pres- 
cott Hall Butler, a member of 
the original committee and of 
the board of trustees, donated 
a plot of land on Main Street, 
plans for a building were pre- 
pared by the architectural 
firm of Ford, Butler and Oli- 
ver, and a contract signed 
with Mr. G. Everett Hand for 
the construction of the build- 
ing. In the following sprine, 
the new building was dedi- 
cated with suitable ceremonies 
followed by a reception, Mr. 


Pitts Duftield being the prin- 
cipal speaker. 


Also early in 1911, applica- 
tion for a charter for the li- 
brary was made to the Regents 
of the University of the State 
of New York, and on April 
19, 1911, a charter was re- 
ceived incorporating the seven 
first trustees “and their asso- 
ciates and successors, as a free 
public library under the cor- 


( tinued on page $4 
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Letters From Our Readers _ to the waves of the Atlantic tha 

. ( P ed I Pa 3 Coney Island. Before the turn of 

Reminders = 4 the century the easiest way to reach 

There was a_ continua ry ) it was by the steamboats Grand 

_ “Lager, soda, sarsaparilla, gins Republic and Columbia from Man 

ale and lemonade—who wants hattan. The former was a huge 

Waiter?” as that aproned and mus three-decker with two smokestacks. 

GEORGE C. BARTH tached person crowded hi a\ While laid up for the winter she 

among the passengers. The com ffered the fate of so many fine 

pany even published a pink weekly boats and was destroyed by fire 

AMityville 4-1688 (Re 41-0855) newspaper in its palmiest days. A The Columbia was succeeded by 

popular song in those days wa the ill-fated General Slocum which 

Rip Van Winkle was a Lucky Mar burned with the loss of many lives 

Automotive Supplies “For he never sz the womer in the East River while carrying 

E. Clayton Smith obber. Re- Down at Coney Island swimmin’.” picnickers from an East’ Side 
placement part tools and equip- And at that time they were really Lutheran church. 

ent 218-220 East Main Street, dressed cap-a-pie When on the Reckaway run these 

Babylon Te D1 After the trolley Ines and the beats went threugh the inlet and 

elevated railroads were extended to landed at Jewell’s Wharf on the 

the shore business began to fall off bay side. The cry here was “All 

Imperial Washable Wallpapers for the iron steamboats. Then the . 

Moore’s Paints and Varnishes, Duco bicycle and the automobile did their 

and Nu-Enamel, Artists’ Materials part. So a few years ago the fleet 

Gus Schmidt, 74 Fast Main St., was sold and split up and who 


Pleasure Boat Insurance Specialist 


+A Broadwa t to Post Othee 


( ontinue 








rue knows what became of them” 
From lower Manhattar or PETERS 


could go to Coney Island by var 


ous lines of steam trains connected 


pene ag by f 0 ; t | D li “atesse 
Vv Terry. ne of the boats was the ‘ N 
The General Museum-Library of : , enca essen 
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Nancy’s EMagic (Plothesline 


T hardly seems possible that 
quiet Setauket village 
should have been known dur- 
ing the stormy days of the 
Revolution, as a hot bed of 
spies. So much so in fact that 
no person from Setauket could 
enter New York, then held by 
the British, without being 
thoroughly searched. 

But so it was for there in 
the shingled house by the bay 
dwelt Abraham Woodhull who 
with Robert Tounsend of 
Oyster Bay, was the head of 
General Washington's spy sys- 
tem on Long Island. Austin 
Roe in the Inn in East Setau- 
ket, Caleb Brewster with his 
whaleboat, (those great row- 
ing boats with which they 
used to cross the Sound), and 
many others, all helped the 
cause. 


Doubtless there were women 
among them, but the on!y one 
whose story | know was my 
great-great-grandm other, An- 
ra Smith Strong — a worthy 


descendant of her great- 
grardmother, Madam Martha 
Smith, who sent out her own 
boats after whales. Nancy, as 
Anna Smith Strong is called 
in the spy records found by 
Mr. Morton Pennypacker, was 
married to Judge Selah 
Strong. Some years later they 
came back to the old Smith 
home on what is now known 
2s Strong’s Neck (properly 
St. George’s Manor). The old 
house was in bad shape and 
how she must have reioiced 
as the Dutch tiles with their 
blue pictures shone once more 
in their blue and white around 
the living-room fireplace, and 
delicious odors came from the 
kitchen where a hearth of 
field-stones made the 
great fires that burned under 
pots and kettles. 

But 
times. 


safe 


those were stormy 
News must be gotten 
from New York and Austin 
Roe, inn-keeper and _ store- 
keeper, had to give some rea- 
son for his hurried trips to the 
city. As the old account books 


Kate V he ( / il otro NX 


show, Madam 

need for many 
needed them at once. Yards 
ard vards of tablecloths and 
other expensive things were 
ordered in haste. And those 
trips to town brought back in- 
formation as well as dry gor ds. 


Nancy found 
things ard 


But that information had to 
cross the Sound and it was not 
safe for Caleb Brewster to 
always land at the same spot. 
In fact he had six landing 
places. But how was Abraham 
Woodhull, to whom Roe 
brought the secret messages, 
to know if Caleb Brewster was 
in town or where his boat was 
hidden? One glance at Madam 
Nancy’s clothesline across the 
kav would give him his an- 
swer. How she knew is not 
krown, but know she did. 

If Abraham Woodhull saw 
a black petticoat (most petti- 
coats were red, I think) wav- 
ing in the wind, he knew Caleb 
Brewster was in town. Each 
of the six landing places had 
a number and by counting the 
handkerchiets scattered 
through the wash he wou'd 
fird the answer and soon a 
swift messenger would 
out Caleb Brewster and strong 
arms would drive the whale- 
boat across the Sound to Con- 
necticut and to Mator Tal- 
madge, head of Washington's 
Secret Service. 

But there were 
days ahead. Selah 
though not on the list of Wash- 
ington’s spies, evidently had a 
hand in things, for he 
arrested for surreptitious com- 
munications with the enemy 
and thrown, first into the 
sugar-house prison, ard later 
taken to one of the worst of 
the horrible prison hulks, the 
Jersey. 

There men died like fl'es of 
hunger and disease. It was 
taking one’s life in one’s hands 
to go on board one of those 
ships, but Madam Nancy was 
not daunted. Some of her 


seek 


stormier 
Strone 


Was 


Smith relations were loyal 
subjects of King George. To 
them she went to beg them to 
get permission for her to visit 
her husband. Her petition was 
granted and with a boat laden 
with food stuffs she was rowed 
out to the ship. 

Greedy guards dared not 
steal the food brought by a 
gracious lady with a British 
permit. In the family annals 
it was recorded that this food 
saved Selah Strong’s life and 
later Madam Nancy was able 
to secure his release. Even 
though her husband had to 
flee to Connecticut for safety, 
I think she stayed and carried 
on her part, safe in the pro- 
tection of those same Tory re- 
lations, for neither she nor 
her four sons and two daugh- 
ters living at that time are 
mentioned among the refu- 
gees. In fact, some of her 
family regarded her as a Tory 
which helped her to work in 
safety. 

Years have passed, mosses 
have grown on her stone in the 
old family graveyard and it is 
only lately that musty old 
papers have given up the 
secret of Nancy’s Magic 
Clothesline, and the important 
part she played in our Coun- 
trv’s history. 





Revolutionary War Letter 
New York 8 May 1778 
Selah Strong Esq. (Setauket) 

Sir I received your letter of the 
5th inst. which gives my wife and 
me the greatest pleasure to hear of 
you, your wife & family being in 
yood health & sincerely wishes you 
& family may continue so, as we 
are sure you deserve that Blessing 
from God as your charitable Boun 
ties are blessed by many Poor pri 
soners in this place. 

Your friend Mr. 
released without 
No other (Extioa) 
left us. I return you our hearty 
thanks for our last favor & all 
other received & wishes these lines 
may reach you & family in health 
& prosperity & am with the great 
est respect, 

Sir your 
servant 

John Kief, Provost Martial 

An abbreviation or code word 


Downing was 
paying any fine 


hear since you 


most humble & obliged 
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When Off-Islanders 


Continued trom page +5 


shrimp to do some real chum- 
ming tor weakfish. The owner 
and I were at the chum bucket 
feeding to .our lines out over 
the stern. I enjoy nothing 
more than eating the raw 
shrimp after breaking off the 
head and the tail bristles. My 
brother from Glens Falls stood 
it as long as he could and de- 
manded why I bothered to fish 
When appareat!y I already had 
a pail filled with the most ap- 
petizing and delicious meal 
imaginable! 

We had anchored in Carman 
River below Snapper Inn to 
spend the night. Somehow 
the only out-of-stater among 
us tell overboard. Finally 
When the thrashing and 
splashing subsided and he dis- 
covered he could stand up, he 
wanted to know what kind of 
stuff he was in — it was not 
salty, it was not fresh, he did 
not think it was even water. 
The comingling of descriptive 
parts of speech — verbs, ad- 
verbs, adjectives and nouns— 
was out of this world. In cen- 
sured 101m —“Its a wonder | 
didn’t crack my head open 
when I hit this goo! I bet I 
could walk on the stuff!” 

Off-Islanders never fail to 
ponder a natural phenomena 
of the bay — how a pipe driven 
through the meadows will hit 
water and, when it wells up or 
is pumped up, will be fresh 
water. No amount of exp'ana- 
tion concerning Long Island's 
water, clay and sand stratas 
to lessen the mazic of 
fresh water spouting out oj 
salt water. 

Jacking seems entireiy 
vord the comprehension of 
midwesterners until they have 
been along on such an expedi- 
tion. Then they always claim 
Long Islanders around 
corners in the ability to hit a 
fish with a spear. They find it 
difficult to figure on the bend- 
ing o: light passing into water. 
Their sense of balance is su- 
perb for I have never yet been 
upset by a midwesterner in a 
dinghy, even when there had 
been three of us jacking and 
all standing up. 


seems 


be- 


see 


My sister-in-law, although 
she never says so, thinks we 
are the dirtiest she knows 
anything about. She was 
along one day when everyone 
went the side to tread 
clams in one of those delight- 
fully muddy spots on the north 
edge of the State Channel 
along toward ‘Tobay. She 
would not get off the boat for 
love or money. The clams were 
thick and likewise the mud 
ieets, legs, hands and arms 
soon became literally coated 
with the black, oily-looking, 
ill-smelling ooze. The 
in-law was dismayed and as- 
tounded to the point of wrink- 
ling up her nose like she might 
have tound herself suddenly in 
a group of untouchables. May- 
be that is one reason she wiil 
not eat clams, she can not 
torget the mud they frequent- 
lv grow in 

| have vet to see an 
Islander Wash down a 
boat in a shower. Probab! 
they are entirely wrapped uy 
in the novelty and 
beauty of a thunder storm on 
the water. Nearly all the boats 
I have been on seize the op- 
portunity a shower affords to 
clean the outside of the ship 
with fresh water. We usually 
strip off as far as the lav. 
allows and work like crazy 
with brooms, brushes, mops 
rags and paper towels fearful 
that the de!uge will end before 
the boat has been gone over. 
Perhaps the oft-Islander won 
ders, why the great rush to 
wash a boat in the rain when 
there is a whole kay of water 
to use leisurely in the sun- 
shine. 

It is 


over 


sister- 


ott- 


help 


sheet 


seldom an actor o1 
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actress can register both feai 
and amazement, terror and 
wonder, at one time. I have 
seen it aboard a 32-footer out 
in the steamer lane off Fire 
island. We were hunting tunas 
out there with everything go- 
ing sweetly and the motor 
purring beautifully when the 
out-of-stater standing with 
the owner at the steering 
wheel, on the spur of the 
moment asked, “What do you 
do out here, no land anywhere, 
if the motor stops?” The 
owner nearly dropped his can 
of beer. He looked over the 
questioner a moment and 
reached around into a_ back 
pocket to pull out a screw- 
driver and a pair of pliers. 
“Fix it with these things; 
they're the only tools on the 
boat!” 

The out-of-stater would have 
appeared mystified and 
scared to death had he 
known the owner was an 
expert mechanic and had been 
a garageman all his life. | 
have him get a motor 
running again with his screw- 
driver and pliers when it had 
gone dead in Jones Inlet and 
up front I could not get the 
anchor to hold in the hard, 
smocth sand bottom of the 
inlet. It seemed as much as 
vour life was worth to hang 
on, let alone fix an engine! 

The idea that fish can see 
at night is a new one to most 
off-Islanders. We have taken 
friends to Jones Beach in the 
evening and pointed out scores 
of fishing parties anchored in 
the channels and by the 
bridges. When we came back 
upland the boats would still be 
there and all hands fishing in 


less 


less 


seen 
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the illumination of the cock- 
pits. Our friends seldom be- 
lieve fish were being caught 
and often had to be shown. 
That item is not forgotten by 
the otf-Islanders when, back 
home, they tell about their trip 
to Long Island. I sometimes 
wonder if our friends may not 
be partly right when they pro- 
pose that another sense other 
than sight is at work in the 
dark water. 

I do not know why over 
many generations a folklore of 
ehosts and haunted things has 
not built up about the bay. 
Once in a long, long while an 
off-Islander will raise the 
question of spooks. I wish at 
that time it were possible to 
whisk up a sickly moon and 
prime a lost loon to ‘laugh’ 
mournfully across the water. 
The folks who ask = about 
vhosts are usually the ores to 
nearly jump out of their skins 
when a fish leaps clear of the 
water right alongside the boat. 

It would not be right to spin 
this varn without twisting 
the tail of the tale. Not so 
many vears ago my daughter 


quietly and thoughtfully in- 








STOP in and let us 
demonstrate the 
NEW ZENITH ( 35% ) 

ROYAL model 
HEARING AID 
In Stock: Batteries for all 
ly pes \ids 
PICKUP & BROWN 
GUILD OPTICIANS 
IS Deer Park Ave Babylon 


Tel. Babylon 927 

















F. B. POWELL & SON 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
invalid Coach Serviee 
Amityville, L. I 


AMityville 4 








spected my bare feet. She 
looked up at me somewhat in 
disgust, I thought, and said, 
“Why, Daddy, you don’t tell 
the truth. Your 
webbed at all, they’re 
mine!” 
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Evolution of a Library 


Conti 


porate name ol The Smith- 
town Library.” 

After the new library build- 
ing was occupied, the trustees 
became desirous of establish- 
ing branch libraries in Kings 
Park, St. James and Nescon- 
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set, but were prevented from 
doing so by the difficulty o 
securing quarters and a libra- 
rian; but at last in 1920, Mis 
Hattie Pedrick volunteered to 
keep a small number of books 
at her home in Hauppauge and 
to procure from our 
library as asked for. She car- 
ried the books back and forth 


be ks 
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on her bicycle, changing them 
frequently. She soon learned 
the kind of reading her pat- 
rons preferred and kept them 
supplied for many vears, being 
compelled to discontinue the 
work because of an injury re- 
ceived from being run down 
by an automobile. 

In December 1920, Miss 
Ethalinda Jackson of Smith- 
town Branch opened another 
branch library in the parish 
house ot St. James Episcopal 
Church, St. James. She began 
with 431 books on her shelves 
and by July 1, 1921, had given 
out 647 This service 
had to be discontinued after 
the burning of the parish 
house. 

In January 1948, through 
the courtesy of the Lucien 
(Methodist) Memorial Church 
of Kings Park, the library was 
able to open a third branch in 
the Education Building of that 
church with Mrs. Maureen 
Anderson in charge. 

In 1921 Mrs. Richard H. 
Handley and her children 
loaned to the library indefin- 
itely her late husband’s co!lec- 
tion of Long Island Americana 
“as a memorial to my late hus- 
band, Richard H. Handley.” 
She specified that, because of 
its value, none of the material 
was to be taken from the li- 
brary, but that it was to be 
open for reference in the 
library to anyone on applica- 
tion to the librarian. On April 
2, 1926, Mrs. Hardley gave the 
collection outright to the 
library ard asked for “ta guar- 
antee trom your board that 
the Library of Americana pre- 
sented to the Smithtown 
Library will be held always as 
a memoria! to Richard H. 
Handley.” The trustees by 
uranimous vote directed their 
secretary to write Mrs. Hand- 
ley promising to keep the Long 
Island Col'ection of Americana 
intact “as a memorial to 
Richard H. Handley,” avd “‘as 
scon as possible, intended to 
house it in a fireproof build- 
ing or vault.” This collection 
has been frequent'v consulted 
bv historians and genealogists 
from almost every state in the 
Union. It is also often used by 


books. 


local students in search of 
source material for school and 
college theses and other his- 
torical papers. 

In the beginning, the library 
Was only open to borrowers for 
three hours three times a 
week. Increasing patronage, 
however, made it necessary to 
gradually increase the number 
of hours per week until 1926, 
since when it has been open 
eight hours daily except Sun- 
days and holidays. Since this 
meant many more than eight 
hours work daily for the libra 
rian, Miss Sadie A. Ha!lock 
was appointed assistant libra- 
rian on October 16, 1926. 

For many years the library 
was self supporting. It raised 
its funds in many ways 
sides the annual dues of the 
annual members. There were 
entertainments of all kinds 
card parties, theater benefits, 
gvmkhanas, fairs, rummage 
sales, cake sales, a march of 
dimes, white elephant 
gifts, fines on overdue books, 
charges for reserving books, 
ete. As the library grew 
larger, it cost more to main- 
tain it. By the time it had 
reached its twentieth year, the 
trustees found it practically 
impossible to raise the funds 
to meet its expanding reeds 
without a‘d. Accordingly a 
committee of the trustees se- 
cured signatures by over fifty 
taxpayers to a petition that a 
proposition for the town to 
appropriate $3,000) annually 
for the supnort of the Smith- 
town Library be voted on at 


be- 


sales, 
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the approaching November 
elections. This referendum 
was carried by a substantial 
margin in 1929 and became 
effective for the year 1930. 
Because of the depression in 
the 1930's and the inflation of 
the second World War, the ap- 
propriation was increased 
after ten vears to $5,000, and 
then to $7,000. In November 
1950, the Town of Smithtown 
appropriated $10,000 for the 
support of the library for the 
current year. Part of this in- 
crease Was necessary on ac- 
count of sharply increased 
costs of operation in salaries, 
books and supplies and gen- 
eral upkeep and part on ac- 
count of grading and _ land- 
scaping the grounds around 
the new site of the library. 
The rapid increase in the 
number of books in the newly 
formed library soon began 
crowding the book shelves. 
More shelving was added from 
time to time; and when all wall 
space was used up, book stacks 
were placed on the open floor 
of the reading room. Tables 
and chairs eventually had to 
be removed from the reading 
room so that there was no 
place for readers to sit. Final- 
ly books were being placed on 
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their sides on those standing 
on the shelves and little read 
books were being stored in the 
cellar. Such was the situation 
in the library in the late 
1940's. The library had started 
in 1907 with 603 books; by 
1950 the number was 24,000. 
It was apparent to everyone 
who entered the building that 
a new building was urgently 
needed. 

Under such conditions, the 
library trustees felt it neces- 
sary to seek funds for a new 
building. Plans were drawn 
or a building adequate for all 
the needs of our rapidly grow- 
ng town. The building was 
o be fireproof and there was 
o be a separate children’s 
room and ai larger “Long 
Island Room” for our valuable 
historical collection. A drive 
Was accordingly made in 1948 
but not nearly enough money 
was obtained to construct the 
kind of building required for 
Smithtown’s rapidly increas- 
ing population. Then, since 
the land on which the library 
building steod was the logical 
location for the Hauppauge 
Road as it joined Main Street, 
so as to eliminate one of a pair 
of stoplights and ease the fre- 
quent traffic jems on Smith- 
town’s Main Street bottle- 
neck, the trustees thought of 
the possibility or selling the 
library land to the State and 
moving the building across 
Main Street to a 2's acre Vil- 
luge Green that had been con- 
veved to the library 
betore, 


t 
t 


several 
Vears 

\ committee from the li- 
brary called upon the District 
Iingineer of the State High- 
way Department and 
that he had already made 
studies looking toward this 
solution of one of Smithtown’'s 
difficult highway problems. 
‘The conveyance of the library's 
land site to the State of New 
York was acc omplished during 
the summer and fall of 1950 
(a very short time as such 
operations go). Your trustees 
believe that 
satistactory 


found 


this transaction 
and ot dis- 
tinct advantage to all parties 
concerned the State, the 


Was 


County, the 
Library. 

As soon as a verbal agree- 
ment had reached with 
the state authorities, the trus- 
tees arranged with the 
tractor to have the concrete 
foundations and basement for 
the old building and a new 
wing designed for a modern 
stack room constructed and 
ready to receive the building. 
The building was moved across 
the street between 1 and 4 
o'clock in the morning of 
November 15, 1950. Although 
it was a very night, a 
large number of townspeople 
were out to witness the event. 
The Smithtown Fire Depart- 
ment also came out with their 
flood lights and lighted up the 
whole area. The actual time 
taken in moving the building 
across the highway, as deter- 
mined by stop watches was 
less than twenty minutes. The 
exceptionally severe weathei 
during the following months 
interfered with the work of 
the masons and plasterers, so 
that the library could not be 
opened for use until April 39, 
1951. 

The moving of the library 
building had undoubtedly in- 
creased the total value of the 
Library properties. An apprai- 


Town and 


been 


con- 


cold 
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sal of the property values as o! 
December 51, 1950 showed the 
following figures: 
Land and _ buildings 
($20,000 each) 
Long Island Ccllection 
appraised by Henry 
Brady, New York, 
New York 
otnetr 
pamphlets, etc. ap 
praised by the libra 


10,000.00 


14.994.00 


books, 


riar according to 
formula of Div. Lib. 
Extension of the 
State Department 
of Education 38,821.50 
‘urniture and Equip 

ment 5693.00 
1950 


Total for 95 508.50 


t cf new construc 


tion and equipment 


(1951) 


50,204.09 
$125,712.59 

The above are selling price 
values for land and building, 
replacement values for the 
Long Island Collection, other 
books and furniture and equip- 
ment, and actual cost for the 
new construction just com- 
pleted. The value placed on the 
land is thought by the trustees 
to be far toolow. Two and three 
quarters acres of corner prop- 
erty, with a frontage of 527 
and 238 feet on two main high- 
wavs in a locality where busi- 
ness property is currently se!!- 
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ing at an average of $300 per 
tront foot should represent a 
value of at least $100,000. This 
would bring the total va'ue of 
the library’s property to over 
$200,000. In other words, a 
non-profit corporation that 
had no assets in September 
1907, now has assets of over 
F200000. 

In the early days of the 
library, before the reading 
room became filled with book 
shelves in the middle of the 
floor, the library was used 
from time to time for talks 
and lectures by guest speakers 
on educational and literary 
subjects. When the stack room 
is erected on the foundation 
already built, there will again 
be space in the reading room 
for similar meetings. There 
Wwe to be no reason 
why concerts ot classical musie 
or art exhibitions should not 
be given. It was also 
formerly the custom to open 
the reading room to small or- 
ganizations tor meetings of ed- 
ucational or literary character. 
The criterion for eligibility to 
hold meetings for such pur- 
poses has been that they 
should be of an educational 
nature and have no admission 


charges. 


wd seem 


also 


In conclusion, I wish to em- 
phasize that the Smithtown 
Library is anxious to foster 
and encourage all educational 
and cultural activities both 
among the people of Smith- 
town and of our neighbors in 
adjoining towns. As to taking 
out books from the library. we 
have never made any distine- 
tion between of 
Smithtown and those of neigh- 
boring towns. As to borrowers 
from other towns, who are not 
known to the librarian, all that 
is asked is a re’ererce from 
a 
means of identification. 


as residents 


j . eo at x 
responsible party or othe 
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I was very interested in Dr 
Weod’s article in  December’s 
Forum entitled “Mighty Hauls of 
Big Fish.” Those indeed the 
great days of fishing around the 
east end. It’s long time 
since anyone has matched Charlie 
catch in February 1878 
i-pound codfish 
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different 
trade. 
These period costumes from veri 
the 
Design class after care 
the school’s cele 
library of over 14,000 books 
ime and interior decoration. 
gowns were made in the 
Construction Department 
by the students; the 
them later for 
window display 
shown in Lord and 
‘s Christmas windows where 
15th and 16th century 
In addition, the show- 
the Interior Decora 
s of the school to coordin 
fashions of of the 
various areas with which, through 
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cn exists 
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Patron, $100 
more; for becoming a Bene- 
tor, $1000 or more. Presi- 
dent deLagerberg, in outlining 
this program, adds that ar- 
gements are now being 
iiade to have all gifts and sub 
to the Wadin: 
River Historical Society U.S. 
Tax deductible, and 
interested persons are in- 
d to communicate with the 
treasurer, Russell 
ier, at Wading River. 

The present o:ficers of th: 
eroup, in addition to Mr. de- 
Lagerberg and Mr. Meier, in- 
clude George E. Hart, vice 
president; Mrs. Russell Me’e 
secretary and historian; 
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Letters From Our Readers 
Coutinued From Page $8 


sent in the picture (of this house) 
and verified the date of its building 
by the figures 1684 inscribed in 
the bricks in the fireplace and the 
chimney of the dwelling.” 


A Julian Smith Fan 


That warm, homey feeling is 
somehow captured in the Forum 
and Julian D. Smith's articles not 
only sustain that feeling but are 
so informative that I have gotten 
into the habit of reading the index 
first to see if he has contributed to 
that Issue. 

Dr. R. G. McChesney, 
Freeport. 


Ran Amityville Hotel 

The story in January Forum of 
the American Hotel in Sag Harbor 
Was very interesting. My grand- 
father, Captain William Freeman 
used to keep the hotel in Amity 
ville that stands on the east side of 
Broadway near the railroad. My 
mother and father were married 
there in 1875 

W. F. Youngs, 
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